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Guidelines for Authors

These guidelines are based on the “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical Journals”
(Vancouver style). The original requirements are published in the New England Journal of Medicine (1997; 336:309-
15). The purpose of these notes is to help authors in the presentation of their manuscripts, and to speed up publication.
Compliance with these guidelines is a pre-requisite for manuscripts to be considered by the Editorial Board.

La Rivista Italiana della Medicina di Laboratorio — The Italian Journal of Laboratory Medicine publishes, in Italian
and English:

Reviews covering laboratory diagnostics topics; these reviews are usually commissioned, but unsolicited contributions
will also be considered.

Original articles on clinical, experimental and technical subjects. The structure of these contributions must include an
Abstract, a brief Introduction, a detailed description of the Materials and Methods, the Results, supported by tables and
figures which are immediately and easily understandable, a Discussion, and the References. Contributions in the form of
case studies can be freely structured.

Freely structured letters the Editorial Board reserves the right to publish only part of the manuscripts submitted,
subject to the authors’ approval.

Manuscripts

Articles must be typewritten with 1.5 line spacing (not more than 26 lines per page), on paper of a standard format, with
at least 2.5 cm margins. Pages must be numbered consecutively, starting with the title page. Manuscripts must be
accompanied by a covering letter stating that the article has been read and approved by all the authors and that neither
the article nor its essential parts, tables or figures have been published, are in press, or have been submitted for
publication to other journals. Manuscripts should be sent to the Editor in Chief, La Rivista Italiana della Medicina di
Laboratorio, SIMeL, Via Ponchini n.17 int.7, 31033 Castelfranco Veneto (TV) and e-mailed to simel@simel.it.

Title page

Must contain the title of the article (which should be informative and concise; it should not contain symbols, formulae
or arbitrary abbreviations); the initials of the authors’ first names, followed by a full stop and their surnames; and the
institution and department to which they belong. If there is more than one author, their affiliations should be indicated
by placing a superscript letter after each surname and at the start of the name of the institution with which they are
affiliated. The name, address, telephone number, fax number and preferably also the e-mail address of the
corresponding author should also be indicated.

Abstract

The abstract that accompanies the article should be divided into four paragraphs: Background, Methods, Results and
Conclusions. They should briefly describe the problem on which the study is focused, how it was conducted, the results
obtained, and the conclusions drawn from the results by the authors. In the case of Reviews and Clinical Case studies,
the Abstract can have a free structure. Letters do not need an abstract.

Key words
List three to six key words that will adequately index the subjects matter, preferably from the Index Medicus list of
accepted key words.

Tables

The tables must be typewritten on separate sheets and numbered consecutively with Roman numerals. Each table must
be accompanied by an explanatory caption appearing above the table, and must be intelligible without reference to the
text, without background. Acronyms included in the tables must be written out in full in a legend positioned below the
table. When the tables are prepared, frames and vertical separation lines should not be used; however, the use of
horizontal separation lines is allowed. The tables should be included in the file containing the text, after the References,
not in separate files.

Figures
Graphs, histograms, photographs, photomicrographs, etc., must be of excellent quality (because they will be reproduced
“as is”), and suitable for black and white printout, without background. Symbols, letters and numbers must be clear and
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of such a size as to be legible even after any necessary reduction. The figures must be numbered consecutively, with
Arabic numerals. The captions to the figures, similarly numbered, must be typewritten on a separate page inserted in the
text after the References; they should be brief and self-explanatory, with no need to refer to the text. The figures should
be inserted in the file containing the text, after the References, not in separate files.

References
The style of the References must be as specified in the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical
Journals. The References must be numbered consecutively, with Arabic numerals, in superscript, without brackets, in
the order in which they appear in the text, before the punctuation marks, if any. References which appear for the first
time in tables or figures must be numbered in sequence with those cited in the text. The names of all the authors should
be listed if there are no more than six of them. If there are more than six authors, the first six should be listed, followed
by the words “et al.”. The abbreviations of the journals cited must be those used in the /ndex Medicus. Punctuation must
be particularly accurate, in accordance with the style shown below:

a) Journal articles: Goate AM, Haynes AR, Owen MJ, Farrall M, James LA, Lai LY, et al. Predisposing locus for
Alzheimer’s disease on chromosome 21. Lancet 1989; 1:352-5.

b) Books: Loscalzo J, Schafer Al. Thrombosis and Hemorrhage. Boston: Blackwell Scientific Publ.; 1994.

¢) Chapters in book: Gharavi AE, Reiber H. Affinity and avidity of autoantibodies. In: Peter JB, Shoenfeld Y, eds.
Autoantibodies. Amsterdam: Elsevier; 1996. p. 13-23.

d) Abstracts: Frish B, Bartl R. Bone marrow biopsy in the evaluation of hematologic disorders in tumor patients.
Proceedings of the XIth Meeting of The International Society of Hematology — European and African Division,
Basel, 31st August — 6th September 1991. Schweiz Med Wschr 1991; 121(Suppl 43):133.

e) Articles in electronic format: Morse SS. Factors in the emergence of infectious diseases. Emerg Infect Dis 1995.
Available at: URL: http//www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/eid.htm. (date of consultation: 10.7.2003). Citations of articles in
electronic format must be limited to journals or documents which are only available in electronic format, and not in
a printed version.

f) Journal articles in press: Gregory RL, Rundegren J, Arnold RR. Separation of human IgA1 and IgA2 using jacalin-
agarose chromatography. J Immunol Methods (in press).

g) Personal communications: Personal communications should be inserted directly in the text, citing the author and the
year of the communication in brackets.

Units of measurement and abbreviations

Quantities and units may be expressed in accordance with the conventional system or the Systeme International (SI).
Abbreviations must be standardized as far as possible; if they are not, the abbreviation must be preceded by the
abbreviated expression, written in full, on its first occurrence in the text. Non-standard abbreviations should not be used
in the title or the Abstract. Commercial products and instrumentation cited in the text must be specified, giving the
manufacturer’s name, town and country in brackets. After the first occurrence, it is sufficient to state the manufacturer’s
name in brackets.

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements, with details of their reason (assistance, funding, scholarships, critical revision, etc.), should appear
in a short paragraph before the References.

Editing of articles

Manuscripts will be examined by the Editorial Board to check that they comply with the house style, and edited by
external editors; acceptance of a manuscript is strictly conditional on the editors’ opinion. Rejected manuscripts will be
returned to the author.

Galley proofs

Galley proofs of the edited text will be sent to the address of the corresponding author. Authors are responsible for
proofreading, which shall be limited to typographical errors. Corrected proofs must be returned within two days of
receipt.

Extracts
An extract request form will be sent to the authors together with the galley proofs.

Permissions
All material originating from sources other than those of the authors must be accompanied by written permission from
the authors and the publisher for it to be reproduced in La Rivista Italiana della Medicina di Laboratorio. In the case of
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works in press, unpublished data or personal communications, the written permission of at least one of the authors is
required.

CHECKLIST TO ENSURE CORRECT PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPT
(please check these items before submitting the manuscript)

e are the pages numbered consecutively, starting from the title page?

¢ is the abstract structured?

e are the keywords present?

¢ are the numbers of the references in superscript without brackets?

¢ are the tables numbered consecutively with Roman numerals?

* are the tables devoid of borders and vertical lines?

e are the figures numbered consecutively with Arabic numerals?

« are the captions to the figures shown on a separate page in the file containing the text?

« are the tables and figures inserted in separate pages in the file containing the text, without background?
¢ in the References, are the names of all the authors up to 6 listed, followed by “et al.”?

¢ in the References, does the punctuation and page numbering follow the journal’s house style?
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